® ' SECRET
PRIME MINISTER

US/SOVIET MEETING IN REYKJAVIK: MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT REAGAN

The President said that he would be seeking your views on his
meeting with Mr. Gorbachev in Reykjavik next weekend. Since

you will be away at the Party Conference, you may like to
consider sending a message now.

The attached letter from the Foreign Ofice sets out the
various points which the Foreign and Defence Secretaries
believe you might cover in the message. There is also the

text of a message itself. It is workmanlike. But I think the

President's eyég may glaze a bit. I have therefore done an

—

alternative draft in a rather more relaxed style.
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" @)ExT OF A MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNI7%HD STATES OF AMERICA

(L

Dear Ron,

You were kind enough to say that you would be seeking my
views on your forthcoming meeting with Mr. Gorbachev in
Revkijavik., Since I shall be away from London next week
attencding our annual party conference, I thought that I would
let you have my thoughts straightaway.

I am sure you were right to take up Gorbachev's proposal
for a meeting. He clearly feels the need to form a first-hand
personal. assessment of what might be achieved at a Summit.
Only yvou c¢an give him that. And having handled him so
skilfully in Geneva, you have established a very strong
position for dealing with him in future. >

[W o A A A O O~
hcqﬁmmust—notﬂiUO' ith—the Seviet Union Just
in terms—of arms—control= ne matter which I -hope—you-—will
cover with him1is . T had a ITong talk recently
with Mr. Sharansky.—The sort—of treatment which people—1tike
him, thousands of them; still receive in the SovietUniton—is—
utterly—appalling. You have Wé‘ s?curg- the release
of Sharansky and afloff, with the prospect perhaps of others

_

to follow. But I hope you will bring home to Gorbachev the
point that releasing a few individuals is not enough. “E?he
uovwet_unLon—s%mp%y—eannetuexpeet—to—be—%feated_l;ke_othes
countrites—while it —continues to treat

wagﬂ You will also, I am sure, leave Gorbachev in no doubt
that the US and the UK - and I hope other countries - will
take a very firm line on the issue of human rights at thiégf

Vienna (SCE meeting in November.

Tha.

and--Seuiharn Afrigar ’&1 Afghanlstar}) I am worried by signs oY

| @
that the mulahedlnifre coming under increasing pressure, ‘with 9%
growing doubts about thﬁlr ablllty to hold out. I hope

therefore that you cantlnuezte brlng strong pressure on
Gorbachev for early Soviet withdrawal.
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In the Middle East, E-bal;eve—%ha%—we—sha%%—have—fresh
opportuenity to make progress on the Arab/Israel dispute

B \a S V) £\

onge your congreifional electlons are out of the way‘L arel Y s

——

een the countries d1rpcf1wnger—neéi—at——1—t—. -? LN -.W\

“hope~y9u—wi}L—p;ess_Gorbacheu_to_iuliilﬂ%he—fequtrements—for‘- \\.‘V\
Soviet participation; particuls ' ith [ &"\“j

AN WA : \". A (.yg}\}f“--
'E£&elw—fk%sv“that“§%ﬁ“wriP raise with him the need to stem _'.'“-

the flow of arms to Iran. AR ( N i~ S
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In Southern Afpica, I remain very worried by the scale of S e

Soviet military &id to and involvement in Angola. I hope you
will bring h
West wview

GCJ“-’A‘ 0. I-]I-u*lr it seems inevitable that the issues of arms
e reductinng and nuclear tests will take up a great deal of the
sz{ .ime reet. 1 am -rather puzzled why Gorbachev is
: 4 | re—i of a Comprehensive

Test Ban Treaty:?&ﬁ;yhust know that he is not going to achieve
it, given your position. But he will need to register some
progress in the area of nuclear testing if he is not to lose
face. I hope therefore that you will follow up what you said
in your speech to the United Nations a fortnight ago: that is,
press for ratification of the Threshold Test Ban and Peaceful
Nuclear Explosions treaties, while proposing further limits on
~esting in parallel with cuts in offensive forces. Readiness—
f-o—move_here may make him more—forthcomingin other—arms—
control-areas—

Of these ﬁ;F seems to offer the best prospect for
S ‘-AW) N~
agreemenai SovieE willingness to eliminate all reference to
British and French forces is a great step forward and, of
sourse, a condition for our accepting any agreement. When it
somes to the ceiling for US and Soviet LRINF in Europe, I want
you to know that we will accept an agreement based on any
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equal ceiling in Europe, always provided that the difference
between this and the Asian ceiling is not excessive, and that
other Alliance conditions, above all on SRINF, are met. -I—
know that this latter paoint is of particular-cencern—to Helmut—
Kohlw

My views on the handling of the ABM Treaty, and the link
with the SDI, remain as T-put—them—to—yeu in my message of
last February. The key is to provide the Russians with
reassurance that there will be no sudden break-out from
research to deployment, while preserving your right to conduct
research within the hitherto accepted interpretation of the
ABM Treaty. The proposals which you put to Gorbachev in vyour
message of last July and—vyour clear statement of the 1irk
be ; i i rees were very helpful .n
this respect. Clearily this remainsa very difficult issuefo=
the—Sovist—Union—But—I believe the approach which you have—

Laﬂiu‘»m; I?ﬂ_‘__w;? thia nv_eét,\ﬁphase, I would suggest you
WOrk ds adreement om what the ABM Treaty does and does
not allow in the way of research, and on the length of the

period of notice for withdrawal from the Treaty.

On START, I could support an interim agreement on the
lines proposed by your negotiators in Geneva last month. But

I hope the objective of even greater reductions in strategic
forces will not be lost.

-
| Finally it would be very welcome if you would encourage

Gorbachev Lo respo t/;fﬁe British proposals on challenge
ingpection, as p rﬁ/gégthe arrangements for verifying a ban on

‘chemiczi weapons .

(:ﬂ I 3end you my very best wishes for this meeting. You
1-/’ have our absolute confidence and trust.

With warm regards,

Margaret
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" { yEXT OF A MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Ron,

You were kind enough to say that you would be seeking my
J views on your forthcoming meeting with Mr. Gorbachev in
Reykijavik., Since I shall be away from London next week
attendling our annual party conference, I thought that I would
let you have my thoughts straightaway.

I am sure you were right to take up Gorbachev's proposal
for a meeting. He clearly feels the need to form a first-hand
personal. assessment of what might be achieved at a Summit.
Only you can give him that. And having handled him 8o
skilfully in Geneva, you have established a very strong
position for dealing with him in future.
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o= e . " sokat\relattons—wi re—Soviet—Union—Just
in terms—of arms—control:| |[One—matte hiek 1OPE il 1
cover wit s HuUman T iants I had = long talk recently
with Me.— &h&f&nskyv—“The*soru—ef treatment—which peoplte—tike~
hlmp-thﬁuqands—0f"them-—sttTT—rEceIve*tn—the~Sovre%—Hnten—f&—
utterly—appallineg. You have W: s:gcur?- the release
of Sharansky and afloff, with the prospect perhaps of others
to follow. But I hope you will bring home to Gorbachev the
point that releasing a few individuals is not enough. “t?he
Soviet llnicon—simply-cannot—expect—tobetreated like other
countf+@9—wh+}eﬂtt—contrnues—tc treat L s
wayi) You will also, I am sure, leave Gorbachev in no doubt
that the US and the UK - and I'hope other countries - will

take a very firm line on the issue of human rights at the
Vienna CSCE meeting in November. ézy

‘ vﬁhmnkul e B
I imagine that you wi raise some regional issues. The.

theae Lhad: ' -e--Bagt

b i
agd--Seudhaern ALriga-r. “®'“Afgha@ I am worried by 31gns
that the mujahedin are coming under increasing pressure, with ‘@thAﬁ

growing doubts about their ability to hold out. I hope
gl | bﬁﬁi :iiéV\ :
therefore that you A bring strong pressure on

Gorbachev_for early Soviet withdrawal.
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raise with him the need to stem

the flow of arms to Iran.

In Southern Afpica, 1 remain very worried by the scale of
Soviet military &id to and involvement in Angola. I hope you
will bring home to Gorbachev the concern with which we in the

West view

Q‘du//k (’ i~ it seems inevitable that the issues of arms
reductiong and nuclear tests will take up a great deal of the

f;; t.ime at K)ur meeting. I am-eather puzzled why Gorbachev is
L/ —Jc", g mn n Lo WOV v .
adce ; gy ¢ o~ on—the—isbBue—~of a Comprehensive

Test Ban Treaty:?KH;Hhust'know that he'is_not going to achieve
it, given your position. But he will need to register some
progress in the area of nuclear testing if he is not to lose
face. I hope therefore that you will follow up what you said
in your speech to the United Nations a fortnight ago: that 1is,
press for ratification of the Threshold Test Ban and Peaceful
Nuclear Explosions treaties, while proposing further limits on
testing in parallel with cuts in offensive forces. Readinmess—
+o—move—here may make him-more—forthcomingin other—arms—
control-areas+— |

Cf these iFF seems to offer the best prospect for
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agreement Sovie W1111ngness to eliminate all reference to

British and French forces is a great step forward and, of

sourse, a condition for our accepting any agreement. When it

~omes to the ceiling for US and Soviet LRINF in Europe, I want

you to know that we will accept an agreement based on any
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equal ceiling in Europe, always provided that the difference
between this and the Asian ceiling is not excessive, and that
other Alliance conditions, above all on SRINF, are met. -F—

know _that this latter point is of particular—cenecern—to—Helmut—
Kohls

"My views on the handling'of the ABM Treaty, and the link
with the SDI, remain as I—put—them—to—yeu in my message of
last February. The key is to provide the Russians with
reassurance that there will be no sudden break-out frdm
research to deployment, while preserving yvour right to conduct
regearch within the hitherto accepted interpretation of the
ABM Treaty. The proposals which you put to Gorbachev in your

message of last July and—your—ctear“statement—of—the—Trr?

be es were very helpful i
this respect. Clearity this—remains—a very difficult issue—fos
tonm~—But— I believe the approach which you have—

In thls next, phase, I would suggest vou
cuuw&- A~ 4:.? it 0y s YRERL : i J

work -towards reement o what the ABM Treaty does and does
not allow in the way of research, and on the length of the

period of notice for withdrawal from the Treaty.

On START, I could support an interim agreement on the
lines proposed by your negotiators in Geneva last month. But
I hope the objective of even greater reductions in strategic
forces will not be lost.

— :
| Finally it would be very welcome if you would encourage
Gorbachev t t//tﬁe British proposals on challenge

inspection, as part of/ the arrangements for verifying a ban on
chemical weapons. '

.

I send you my very best wishes for this meeting. You
heave our absolute confidence and trust.

With warm regards,

Margaret
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