PRIME MINISTER

John Gilbert (Flag A) and Tam Dalyell (Flag B) have both
written to the Attorney to ask him questions about his role in
the Inquiry into the circumstances of the disclosure of the
Solicitor General's letter. John Gilbert asked whether the
Attorney could say whether Ministerial approval had been given
for the disclosure of the letter when he granted immunity to

Miss Bowe. Mr. Dalyell asks questions in a similar vein.

The Attorney wants to reply to Dr. Gilbert that he did not
know of any Ministerial approval for disclosure when he
granted immunity. He wants to reply in similar terms to Mr.
Dalyell's question on this point, but to refuse to answer his

other questions.

I am sure the Attorney goes too far. The more answers

volunteered, the more the questions that will be asked. Sir

e ————————————

Robert Armstrong takes the same view in his letter immediately

e,

below.
—

Shall I tell the Attorney that you agree with Sir Robert's

approach? pd‘//
= T

(The Attorney may raise this matter at his meeting with you on

another matter tomorrow morning.)

N.LM.

NLW

30 July, 1986.

JD3APA
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70 WHITEHALL, LONDON SWIA 2AS
01-233 8319

From the Secretazy qf the Cabinet and Head of the Home Civil Service

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB cvo

Ref. A086/2201 30 July 1986

Thank you for your letters of 29 and 30 July, enclosing
copies of letters which the Attorney General has received
from Dr Gilbert and Mr Tam Dalyell and the draft replies
proposed.

On the draft reply to Dr Gilbert, I think that the
Attorney General would be best advised not to go beyond the
full and comprehensive answer which he has given to Mr Edward
Gardner. To do so would invite further questions to the
Attorney General not oniy on this but on other aspects of the
Westland affair.

As to the reply to Mr Dalyell, I suggest that the
Attorney General could deal with the first point in
Mr Dalyell's letter by reference to the Prime Minister's
statements, his own answers to Parliamentary Questions, and
the answers which I gave to the Select Committee on Defence
when I gave evidence on 5 February (QQ 1093-1099).

I attach revised draft repiies to Dr Gilbert and
Mr Dalyell accordingly; I should of course be very happy to
discuss the drafts with you or the Attorney General, should
you or he so wish.

I am sending a copy of this letter and the revised
drafts to Nigel Wicks.

X .
Sy 31 wcavéy
/QO/ be f’lbwdbw
Miss J L Wheldon /}
Legal Secretary

Attorney General's Chambers
Law Officers' Department
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DRAFT LETTER FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO
TAM DALYELL ESQ MP

Thank you for your letter of 27 July.

My part in the institution of
Sir Robert Armstrong's inquiry has been
described in the Prime Minister's statements

last January, 1n my own answers to

Parliamentary Questions, and in Sir Robert

Armstrong's evidence to the Select

Committee on Defence on 5 February.

On: the matter ot ‘the immun ity S
answered a question by Edward Gardner on

24 July.

I have nothing further to add on these
matters, save that I do not accept that the
Law Officers have been misused by the Prime

Minister.
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DRAFT LETTER FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TO
THE RT HON DR JOHN GILBERT MP

Thank you ifeor.-your letterjot $Z9dnlyzs

As 1 said in my answer to Edward
Gardner, at the time when I granted
immunity to the official concerned, while
had reason to believe that the disclosure
had been made by the official concerned and
that the official concerned had acted in
complete good faith, I was not aware of the
full circumstances. I have nothing to add

to that answer.
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01-405 XsaXpixx  936:6229
ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CHAMBERS
Communications on this subject should

be addressed to LAW OFFICERS’ DEPARTMENT
The Legal Secretary
Attorney General’s Chambers ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE

LONDON, W.C.2

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB CVO

Secretary of the Cabinet

Cabinet Office 30 July, 1986
70 Whitehall

London SW1

/9“’ ¢ '((/Lt/v,

| enclose a copy of another letter on Westland - this
time from Tam Dalyell - and a copy of a draft reply. Again,

| should be grateful for any comments which you or

Nigel Wicks, to whom | am copying this letter and enclosure.

may have.

MISS J L WHELDON
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DRA FT LETTER TO TAM DALYELL MP

Thank you for your letter of 27 July.
| have, | believe, already made my position in
this matter sufficiently clear in the answers which |

have given to Parliamentary questions and, in particular,

in my reply to Edward Gardner of 24 July. But to

by Lo

avoid any possible misunderstanding | have confirme ﬂto

John Gilbert that | did not, at the time | granted

immunity to the official who disclosed the Solicitor General's
letter, know that Ministerial approval had been given for

that disclosure. | do not believe that there is anything
which | can usefully add in response to the questions

in your letter, other than to say that | do not of course
accept your suggestion that the Law Officers have been

misused by the Prime Minister.
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_~ ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CHAMBERS

& jications on this subject should o

be(.ssed to LAW OFFICERS’ DEPARTMENT

The Legal Secretary

Attorney General’s Chambers ROYAL COURTS OF JUSTICE
LONDON, W.C.2

Sir Robert Armstrong GCB CVO
Secretary of the Cabinet
Cabinet Office

70 Whitehall 29 July, 1986
London SW1

| enclose a copy of a letter which the Attorney
General has received from Dr. Gilbert and a copy of
his proposed reply. He wishes to keep the reply as
short as possible. Perhaps you would let me know if
you have any difficulty with the draft.

| am copying this letter and enclosure
to Nigel Wicks.

MISS J L WHELDON
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The Rt Hon Dr John Gilbert, MP HOUSE OF COMMONS Switchboard 01-219 3000
LONDON SWIA OAA Secretary  01-219 6209

25th July 1986

Rt Hon Sir Michael Havers QC MP
Attorney General s Chambers
Royal Courts of Justice

The Strand

LONDON WC2A 2LL

TAZ.Q~_, L=l 0

First of all let me thank you for letting me have a
copy of Edward Gardner’'s question in time for the
debate yesterday. You may have seen that I quoted it
and your answer in full and commented at some length on
your answer.

As I am sure you would wish no ambiguity to attach to
your position, perhaps you would be kind enough to let
me know whether in fact,at the time that you authorised
the granting of immunity to Miss Bowe, you were aware
that ministerial approval had been given for the public
disclosure of the letter from the Solicitor-General to
the then Secretary of State for Defence, in part or in
whole.
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