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.LETTER DICTATED BY MR. TEDDY TAYLOR MP, ON 29 DECEMBER, 1985.

(Mr. Taylor's original letter - not yet arrived - was written,

and as he has no copy to hand, the letter below forms only the

SR ————-

gist of the original.)

R ——

—

Happy Christmas, and best wishes for good health in 1986.

You may recall that on 19 December you were kind enough

to give me an assurance that you would not permit the Defence
Ministry to discriminate against Westlands should they opt
for the Sikorsky-Fiat arrangement, and you further assured

me that procurement decisions were for the Government as

a whole.

Despite this, there have been statements from the Ministry
of Defence and from Lloyds Merchant Bank to the effect that
six additional Sea King helicopters would be ordered from

Westlands if and only if they made an arrangement with the.

European Consortium.
I really feel that the issue should be cleared up preferably

before the Westland meeting. Personally, however, I would

be happy with an acknowledgement from your office.

JD/45/29.12.85
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