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OF 1312007 DECEMBER 85

AND TO [MMED|ATE MODUK (FOR SEC(NATO/UK)(P), DUS(P), CDEC)

AND TO PRIORITY ANKARA, ATHEMS, BRUSSELS, BONN, COPENHAGEN,

AND TO PRIORITY THE HAGUE, LISBOM, LUXENBOURG, 0SLO OTTAWA, PARIS
AND TO PRIORITY REYKJAVIK, ROME, WASH{NGTOM, MADRID, UKDEL VIENNA
AND TO PRIORITY MOSCOW

AND TO ROUTINE UKDEL CDE STOCKHOLM, UKMIS MEW YORK, EAST BERLIN
AND TO ROUTINE PRAGUE, BUDAPEST, BUCHAREST, SOFIA, WARSAW, TOKYO

MORTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MlNIS%ERlAL COMMUNtQIE: DECEMBER 1985

THE NCRTH ATLANTIC COUNCIL MET (N MIN{STER{AL SESSION N BRUSSELS ON
12 AND 13 DECEMBER 1935. MINISTERS AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

1. ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENTS HAVE TAKEM PLACE iN EAST-WEST RELATIONS
S{HCE QUR MEETING (N LISBOM IN JUME, THEY DEMONSTRATE THE VALIDI(TY
OF OUR POLICY — REAFFIRMED |N THE WASHINGTON STATEMENT - OF
PRESERVING PEACE N FREEDOM THROUGH ADEQUATE MILITARY STRENGTH AND
POLITICAL SOLIDARITY AND, ON THAT BASIS, PURSUIMG A MORE STABLE AND
CO-OPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF EAST AND WEST.

2. ME WELCOME RECEMNT HIGH LEVEL EAST-WEST COHTACTS, NOTABLY THE
'MEETIMG BETWEEN PRESIDENT REAGAN AND GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV,
WHICH MARKS AN {MPORTANT STEP (N OUR ErFORTS TO DEVELOP A REALISTIC
AND COHSTRUCTIVE DIALOGUE wITH THE COUNTRIES OF THE EAST. WE HOPE

THAT THIS WILL LEAD TO |MPROVED RELATIONS, MORE EXTENSIVE CONTACTS,
INCLUDING REGULAR HIGH LEVEL MEETINGS, AND BROAD CO-OPERATION OH THE
FULL RANGE OF EAST-WEST QUESTIONS. WE SHALL ALL PLAY OUR FULL PART
[N MAK{NG FURTHER PROGRESS. WE CALL UPON THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS
ALLIES TO JOIN US (N THIS ENDEAVOUR,

3. MEANWHILE, THE COMTINUING BUILD-UP OF SOVIET NUCLEAR AND

COKVENT |ONAL ARMS REMAINS A MAJOR ALLIED CONCERN. WE DO NOT SEEK
MILITARY SUPERIORITY. BUT WE ARE DETERMINED TO SAFEGUARD OUR
SECURITY BY MAINTA{NING ADEQUATE CONVENTIOMAL AND NUCLEAR FORCES,
OUR STRATEGY OF DETERRENCE HAS PROVED ITS WORTH IN PRESERVING PEACE,
ALD RENAIHS FULLY VALID,

THE CLOSE AMD PERMANENT LiNK BETWEEK MORTH AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN
ALLIES, WHICH HAS KEPT THE PEACE FOR 36 YEARS, REMAINS THE BASIS OF
OUR COLLECTIVE SECURITY. ALL(ANCE COHESION WiLL COMTINUE TO BE
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SNSURED THROUGH CLOSE CONSULTATIONS ON ALL MATTERS AFFECTING OUR
COMMON INTERESTS AND SECURI(TY. THE VALUE OF THESE CONSULTATIONS HAS
AGA 1} BEEN CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED (M RECENT MONTHS.

4., WE ARE COMMITTED TO SUBSTANTIVE PROGRESS IN ARMS CONTROL. THIS
MUST BE BASED ON THE CRITERIA OF STRENGTHEMED STABILITY, EQUITARLE
AND SIGNIFICANT REDUCTIONS, AND EFFECTIVE VERIFICATION,

5. WE HAVE REV{EWED THE US-SOVIET MNEGOT{ATIONS IN GEHEVA ON THEIR
STRATEGIC ARD |NTERMEDIATE RANGE NUCLEAR WEAPONS, AND ON DEFENCE AND
SPACE SYSTEMS., THESE AM TO PREVENT AN ARMS RACE (M SPACE AND
TERMINATE T ON EARTH, LIMJT AND REDUCE NUCLEAR ARMS AND STREMNGTHLN
STRATEGIC STABILITY. WE STRONGLY SUPPCRT U S EFFORTS i ALL THREE
AREAS OF NEGOT{ATION, WE WELCOME THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN PRESIDENT
REACAN AMD GEMERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEY TO ACCELERATE WORK AT GENEVA,
(4 PARTICULAR 1IN AREAS WHERE THERE (S COMMOM GROUND, INCLUDING THE
PRINC{PLE OF 50 PERCENT REDUCTIONS N U.S. AND SOVIET NUCLEAR ARNS,
APPROPR|ATELY APPLED.

THE ALL{ES CONCERNED EMDORSE THE COMSTRUCTIVE PROPOSALS ON U.S. AHD
SGVIET (NF SYSTEMS RECEMTLY TABLED IN CENEVA BY THE U.S., AND
SUPPGRT THE IDEA OF Ail IHTER{M AGREEMENT. THEY REJTERATE THEIR

“ILL IMGNESS TO MODYFY, HALT, REVERSE, OP DISPENSE WITH LONGER RANGE
(MF (LRINF) DEPLOYMENT AS PART OF AN EQUITABLE AND VERIFLABLE ARMS
CONTROL AGREEMENT. I[N THE ABSENCE OF SUCH AN AGREEMENT, THEY wILL
CONT (MUE TO DEPLOY LRINF MISSILES Off SCHEDULE (1).

4. THE ALLIES PARTICI{PATING N THE VIENNA HBFR MEGOT{ATIONS PROPOSED
Oh 5 DECLMBER 1985 A VERIF {ABLE AGREENENT FOR US/SOVIET GROUND FCPCE
REDUCT 1ONS, FOLLOWED BY A COLLECTIVE HO-INCREASE COMMITHMENT OF THREE
YEARS ON U S AND SOVIET -AND HATO AND WARSAW PACT FORCES. THE
520PGSAL EMBGDIES ASSOCIATED MEASUPES WHICH OPEN THE wAY TO THE
SSTAGL (SHMENT OF REL [ARLE FORCE LEVELS AND WHICH ARE ESSENTIAL TG
VERIFY COMPLIANCE WITH THE AGREEMENT'S PROVISIOHS. IT RESPOMDS TO
“ARLIER EASTERN PROPOSAL AKD REPRESENTS AN [MAGINATIVE ATTEMPT TO
BREAK A LONG-STANDING DEAD-LOCK.

7. WE REMA{N DEEPLY CONCERNED ARGUT THE PROLIFERATION AND USE OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS,., AT THE GEMEVA CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT WE SEEK
EFFECTIVE AND VERIFJABLE COMVEMNTIOH CON A GENERAL AND COMPLETE
PROHIBITION OF SUCH WEAPONS AMD ON THE DESTRUCT |OF OF EXISTING
STOCKPILES. WE STROMGLY SUPPORT THE ACRE:CMENT BETWEEN PRES {DEMT
REAGAN AND GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV TO ACCELERATE THELR EFFORTS
TO THIS END.

3, WE CALL UPOM THE SOVIET AND EAST EURGPEARN GOVERNMENTS 10
{MPLEMENT EFFECTIVELY ALL PROVISIONS OF THE HELSINKI FiNAL ACT AND
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THE MADRID CONCLUDING DOCUMENT. WE MNOTE WITH REGRET THAT THE OTTAWA
MEETING OM HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE BUDAPEST CULTURAL FORUM, ALTHOUGH
USEFUL IN THEMSELVES, REVEALED PERSISTING DEF{CIEMCIES 1IN THE
{MPLEMENTATION OF THESE DOCUMENTS, AND WERE UMABLE TO REACH COMMOM
CONCLUS{ONS, |

AT THE STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE (CDE), AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE CSCE
PROCESS, WE ARE ACTIVELY WORKING FOR EARLY AGREEMENT CONSISTENT V/{TH
THE MADRID MANDATE. SUCH AN AGREEMENT WOULD EMBODY A SUBSTANT (AL SET
OF MILITARILY SIGHIF{CANT CONFIDENCE AND SECURITY BUILDING MEASURES,
COVER (kG THE WHOLE OF EUROPE, AND GJVE CONCRETE EXPRESSION AND

" EFFECT TO THE EXISTIHG DUTY OF ALL PARTICIPATIHG STATES TO REFRAIN
FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF FORCE,

ALL PARTICIPATING STATES REAFFIRMED THEIR COMM{TMENT TO THE HELSINKI
FifiAL ACT OM {TS 10TH ANUIVERSARY, WE SEEK TO PROMOTE GEHNUIHE AND
PALANCED PROGRESS Il ALL TS ASPECTS, (NCLUDING THGSE CONCERNED W (TH
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS OF THE
{NDIVIDUAL, AND THOSE RELATING TO CO-OPERATION BETWEEN STATES. VE
REMA (N COMMITTED TO MEAMINGFUL RESULTS AT THE FORTHCOM{NG BERNE

MEET ING ON HUMAN CONTACTS. THE VIENNA FOLLOW=-UP MEETING WiLL REVIEW
Al ASPECTS OF THE CSCE PROCESS.

9, THE MAINTENANCE OF A CALM SITUATION (N AND AROUND BERLIN,
{HCLUD{NG FREEDOM OF ACCESS TO THE Ci1TY, REMAINS OF FUNDAMENTAL
IMPORTANCE FOR EAST-WEST RELATIONS. THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL
{MPLEMENTATION OF THE QUADR |PARTITE AGREEMEMNT ARE ESSENT{AL TO THIS
END. IN THIS COMNECTION, WE SUPFORT ALL EFFORTS TO PROMOTE THE
PRO$PERITY AND VM IABILITY COF THE CITY, WE ALSO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY FURTHER TO DEVELOP JHMNER-GERMIAN
RELATIONS AS A SIGHIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE AND TO THL
WELL=-BE{NG OF THE PEOPLE OF A UIVIDED GERMANY, PARTICULARLY THE
BERLINERS.,

10. WE URGE THE SOVIET UMION TO EHND THE UMACCEPTABLE MILITARY
OCCUPATION OF AFGHANISTAWN, NOW APPROACHING TS SEVERTH YEAR, TO
WITHDRAY (TS TROOPS, AND AGREE TO A POLITICAL SCLUTIGH RESTORIKG
AFGHANISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE AND NON-ALIGNED STATUS.

WE EMPHASISE THE CONTINUIMG NEED {H POLAND FOR GENUIME DIALOGUE
BETWEEN THE VARIOUS ELEMENTS OF SOCIETY AND FOR NATIONAL
RECONCILIATION,
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WE, FOR OUR PART, RESPECT THE SOVERE|GNTY AND {NDEPENDENCE GF ALL
STATES. WE WiLL REMAIN VIGILAMT AND wWiLL CONSULT OM EVENTS OUTSIDE
THE TREATY AREA WHICH MIGHT THREATEN QUR COMMON SECURITY.

11. WE STRONGLY CONDEMN TERROR{SHM AND WiLL CONTIHUE TO WORK TG
ELIMINATE THIS THREAT, WE (HVITE ALL STATES TO JOIN US tH THIS
RESOLVE.,

12, WE HAVE EXAMINED WAYS OF ENHANCING ARMAMENTS CO-OPERATICM AMONG
ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE ALLIANCE. THIS CO-CPERAT{ON REFLECTS OUR
CONT {NUING CONCERN FOR CEFFECTIVE DEFENCE, PARTICULARLY IN THE
CONVENTLONAL FIELD. IN THE LIGHT OF OQUR EXAMINATION, WE HAVE DECIDED
TO {MPLEMENT A STRATEGY AMED AT IMPROVING CO-OPERATION, THIS SHOULD
GIVE A FRESH BOOST TO THE WORK BEING DONE 1IN THIS FIELD WITHIN THE
ALLIANCE AND LEAD IN A SHORT TIME TO SPECIFIC CO-OPERATIVE
PROGRAMMES ENCOMPASSING BOTH {TS EURCPEAN AND NORTH AMER{CAN
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13. 1t THE SPIRIT OF ARTICLE 2 OF THE MORTH ATLAUTIC TREATY, WE
REAFF IR THE {MPORTANCE GF SPECIAL PROGRAMMES FOR LESS FAVOURED
PARTMNERS AND REMAIN COMMITTED TG PROMOTING THE STABILITY AND
WELL-BEING GF OUR COMMUNITY OF FRck MATIONS.

14, THE SPRIMG 1986 MEETING OF THE COUNCIL N MIMISTERIAL SESS|OM
WwiLL BE HELD IN HALIFAX, CANADA, N MAY,

(1) DENMARK AND GREECE RESERVE THE IR POSITICHNS ON THE (NF PART OF
THIS PARAGRAPH,

THE M{NISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF SPAIN RESERVES HIS GOVERNMENT'S
POSITION ON THE PRESENT COMIUNIOUE.
GRAHAN

EAST WEST & US/SOVIET RELATIONS
LIMITED

[COPIES SBENT TO NO 10 DOWNING STREET]

SOVIET D PS

DEFENCE D PS/LADY YOUNG

RD PS/MR RIFKIND

PLANNING STAFF PS/MR RENTON

EED PS/MR EGGAR

NAD PS/PUS

WED MR DEREK THOMAS

ACDD MR GOODALL

CRD MR FERGUSSON

FED SIR W HARDING

NED MR SAMUEL

SED MR DAUNT kS
MR DAVID THOMAS

s MR LONG
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