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MR. ALISON

cc Mr Flesher

DRUGS BILL

Further to my minute of yesterday and to my receipt of your

minute of yesterday, I have spoken to the Lord President's Private

Secretary about the possibility of starting the Bill in the

Commons.

The Private Secretary told me that she was sure that the Lord

President would be "horrified" about any suggestion that the

Bill should not begin in the Lords. Certainly the Law Lords

will cause problems with certain parts of the Bill. But they

will do this whether it starts in the Lords or the Commons.

More important to the Lord President is the need for the Lords

to have a major Bill early on, and I gather that the Drugs Bill

is a good candidate here. The Private Secretary said that the

Lord President would also probably take the view that the earlier

the Lords have the Bill, the less problems they will make with

it.

All in all, it seems to me that there is no support for Mr Mellor's

wish to start the Bill in the Commons.

N L WICKS

30 October 1985



MR. A I ON kV-5—k c Mr Flesher

The Dru s Bill

I took the opportunity of a discussion with the Lord Privy

Seal and the Chief Whip on another matter to raise the doubts

expressed by Mr. Mellor about the advisability of introducing

the Drugs Bill in the Lords.

The Lord Privy Seal agreed that the Lords would no doubt

make very heavy weather of the "confiscation" provisions

of the Bill. But he doubted whether their Lordships would

cause any more damage in this respect than the Commons.

Thus, he could see no strong argument for introducing the

Bill in the Commons. The Chief Whip agreed.

NIGEL WICKS

29 October 1985
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Rhodesia was a minor problem
compared with South Africa. but
the precedents it set were in the
minds of many at Nassau.
Dr Kissinger, drawing on the vast
authority and power of the United
States, tried and failed to end that
crisis before Mrs Thatcher and
Lord Carrington succeeded. Simi-
larly, four years of "constructive
agreement" between the Ameri-
cans and South Africans have pro-
duced few favourable results. Can
Mrs Thatcher and Sir Geoffrey
Howe succeed where Dr Chester
Crocker failed?

Peers set to oppose
new drucfs Bill
GOVERNMENT Ministers are
being warned that they face a
major rebellion in the House of
Lords next session that will prove
even more embarrassing than its
attempts to force through the Bill
to abolish the GLC.

Senior lawyers in both Houses have
been lobbying hard against a proposal
in the new drugs Bill which would
freeze the assets of a person accused of
drug trafficking before trial. They
believe that the Bill offends against the
basic right of being presumed innocent
until proven guilty.

A businessman whose assets are
frozen would, the lawyers point out, be
shunned by his colleagues and could,
as a result, lose his livelihood and
home while eventually being acquitted.

David Mellor at the Home Office is
determined that his Bill will end the
ill-gotten gains of the men who finance
the drugs trade.

But another – more senior – Minister
told me last night; "Quite frankly all
the signs are that we will never get this
part of the Bill through the Lords."

Early call
TAKE PITY on Martin Brandon-
Bravo, the Tory MP for Nottingham
South, who like many a "new boy" is
anxious that the electors should hear
his views.

Invited to take part in "Central
Lobby," a regional current affairs pro-
gramme, he asked what time he should
turn up and was told to appear after
the national news at nine,

He thus appeared before the Central
television studios at 9 am—to be
greeted with surprise by the cleaners.
The programme is broadcast live at
10.30 pm.

Following my story yesterday reveal-
mg Richard Luce's taste in office
decor, I learn that he will soon
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.a,  1 economic anti politi-
cal power It ill he tolerated. He
may manage to subdue the present
unrest but his success will be re-
garded in the West as providing an
opportunity to effect political
change, not for retrenchment.

Another glimmer can be seen in
the position of the African
National Congress. It may talk of
expanding the guerrilla war, but it
is in a difficult position. The South
African terrain is not ideal for that
sort of war and there are no safe
havens on South Africa's borders.
Zimbabwe will not
harbour the A NC and its head-
quarters are in Lusaka, a long way
from its theatre of operations.
Zambia's President, Dr Kaunda. is
one of the architects of the Nassau
Accord and he has played host to

those hoping for biting political satire
may be disappointed. He is more
likely. I hear, to read his love poetry.

In the wrong gear
UNION OFFICIALS at Vauxhall
Motors' plant at Ellesmere Port last
week were aghast, when Labour's
Trade and Industry spokesman John
Smith tactlessly arrived for talks on
import penetration in a B registration
Toyota.

Only a matter of days before thou-
sands of Vauxhall workers had staged
a protest against the company's policy
of importing Astras from its European
factories while the Ellesmere Port
assembly line is working under
capacity.

One of Smith's aides yesterday has-
tened to reassure me that the Japanese
car belonged to a local party official,
not Labour's rising star. Smith's own
vehicle is a Ford Sierra—built, as far as
he knows, in Britain.

Political stage
SHADOW Social Services secretary,
Michael Meacher has been given a
chance to display his histrionic talents
before a wider audience than fellow
M Ps on Nov. 4 when he takes a bow in
a BBC-2 drama—playing himself.

Meacher's own first love is number-
crunching economic statistics, but the
plot of "Edge of Darkness" must have
appealed to his love of conspiracy
theory. The murder thriller shows how
"the obscure state security apparatus
and interlocking business interests"
promote all things nuclear.

Meacher himself addresses a student
union meeting on ecological issues
during the first episode. One prop he
won't have is an Equity card but as it
is only a real life appearance I suppose
the actors' union hasn't taken
exception.
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