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TELEGRAM NUMBER 925 OF 17 OCTOBER

BNFO IMMEDATE MOSCOW,EAST SERL.N, WASHINGTON ,PAR:S ,UKDEL NATO,AND

MODUK (DS 17, AUS D STAFF )

HNFO PRMWORITY THE HAGUE ,BRUSSELS, ROME, -ATHENS, UK DEL VMENNA AND
VHENNA

HNFO SAVHINGS CiCC(G)

GENSCHER/GROMYKO TALKS, VHENNA, 16-17 9CTOBER W{

SUMMARY

1. GROMYKO SAHD NOTHIAG NEE ON THE SUBSTANCE OF 4NF. HE KEPT
COMPLA#:ING ABOUT THE WESTERN JHSHSTANCE ON AMERICAN STATHOMING
AND REFUSAL TO COUNT BRT4SH AND FRENCH SYSTEMS. REGARDMNG THE
FUTURE OF THE GENEVA NEGOT'HATONS, HE SAiD THAT THE SOVIET URsION
WAS CGNS-#-‘DER‘!:NGW’IOULD HAPPEN ¥ THE DOUBLE DECISHON ‘WAS
CARRMED OUT AND STATHONING BEGAN

2. GENSCHER AND GROMYXO REACHED AGREEMENT ON B4LATERAL MEETANGS OF
OFFMCHALS ON VARHUS SUBJECTS. THE GERMANS HOPE THAT THiS 8 AN
WNDRCAT'BON THAT EAST-WEST CONTACTS CAN CONTHMUE AFTER STATHONING
STARTS,

REPORT

RUTH (UNDER SECRETARY FOR ARMS CONTROL) AND YON BRAUNMUSHL (UMNDER

CRETARY FOR WARSAW PACT COUNTRIES)OF THE AUSWAERTIGES AMT
BRE-WED AMBASSADORS OF THE TEN TH4S EVEN.FNG ABOUT THE GENSCHER/
GROMYKO TALKS,
4. THE TALKS LASTED ELZVEN HOURS,CONS</'DERABLY LONGER THAN PLANNED,
THREE MAN SUBJECTS WERE DMSCUSSED:ARMS CONTROL ZSPEC PALLY 4NF EAST-
WEST RELATONS AND 3LATERAL RELATIONS. THE LAST TWQ ARE COVERED N
WIFT,

3. ON IBNF,GENSCHER MADE THREE MAJOR PGQINTS. THE INF TALKS WERZ
NOT THE WHOLE OF THE ARMS CONTROL AGENDA,ALTHOUGH AN IMPORTANT
PART OF +T. THE WESTERN NEGCTPATION POSHT/ION WAS NOT A UNILATERAL
US POSATON BUT ONE DRAWN UP 3Y NATC AND FULLY SUPPQORTZD 3y

THE FRG(GENSCHER'S AuM HERE WAS TO FORESTALL ANY EFFQ3TS TO
ISOLATE THE US AS THE CULPRITS OF THE VYA TALXS 3REAK DOwN) .
NATO WOULD CONTINUE TO UPHOLD 3GIH _PAR E_THE | UELE_E:C'SJON.iF
THERE wWwAS MO NEGOT-HATION RESULT THIS TEAR,STATIONMNG WOULD

TAKE FLACE ON Z;ﬂE.BUT 4T WOULD 40T 3E RREVERSIBL AND

NEGOT HATAONS SHQUL D COMmuidd iE .
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6. GROMYKC SAYD THAT THE SOWET VIEW OF THE NEGOT-AT HONS WAS
PESSHMISTAC. THE WEST WAS TC BLAME&IT WAS NOT WILLJHG TC CONS.ID
ARRANGEMENTS THAT DD NOT #IVOLVE US STATHONKNG AND WAS REFUSLNG TO
TAKE ACCOUNT OF BRIT-KSH AND FRENCH SYSTEMS.

,s RECENT PROPOSALS DiD NOT ES POINTS AND COULD
VANCE THE N=GOT'4T*CN°. NSCHER WED THE IMPRESS ION
ROMYKO | - GNIFCAN A Ah,t MOVES ,

i

R AN
NOT AD
THAT G
AND EXPLAIMNED THEM -BNDETAN. T( e THE SCOViET

UNHON WAS AT- PRESENT CONTANWING THE GENEVA NEGOT:MATHONS AND
CONS.FDERNG N PARALLEL WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN ¥ THE DOUBLE DECIS HON
WAS CARRJAED OUT AND STAT.JONBNG BEGAN.HE GRCMYKO MADE CLEAR THAT
THIS MEANT THE SOVIET UNION HAD NOT DECHDED WHETHER TC CONT-KNUE
NEGOT-HAT-LONS.HIS REFERENCES TC WARSAW PACTCOUNTER MEASURES
FOLLOWING WESTERN STATHON.&NG WERE VERY BRWEF AND TQ THE EFFECT
THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE FACT wOULD DO WHAT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE:R
SECURETY,.GROMYKO MADE NO THREAT ABOUT CUTTIMNG OFF OTHER ARMS
CONTROL NEGOT-ATIONS.

7. THERE WAS CONSHDERABLE DISCUSSAON BETWEEN GENSCHER AND GROMYKO
ABOUT WHAT COSTTUTES A STRATEGIC WEAPON.GROMYKO SA#D THAT, FOR THE
SOVHET UNION,PERSHING 2 AND CRUISE WERE OF STRATEGHC SUGNIFHCANCE
BECAUSE THEY COULD REACH SOV.MET TERR-WTORY,WHEREAS SOVHET
WNTERMEDMATE-RANGE MISSILES WHICH COULD NOT REACH US TERRWTORY WERE
NOT STRATEGIC BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT THREATEN THE OTHER SUPER=-POWER.
GENSCHER WM REPLY SAWD THAT THE $520 POSED A STRATEGHK THREAT TO THE
FRG,WHiICH WAS WHY THE LATTER,A STATE WHICH HAD UNDERTAKEN NOT TO

OWN NUCLEAR WEAPONS,MUST SEEK US SUPPORT.

8. COMMENT.NG ON THE ABOVE, RUTH SAHD THAT GROMYKO HAD SHOWN NO
FLEXBILATY AND HAD NOT :NDICATED THAT ANY NEW SOWIET PROPOSALS
WERE W PREPARATHON,BUT ‘WT HAD BEEN USEFUL TO HEAR SOV:ET VEWS
FROM GROMYKO HAMSELF AND TO MAKE SURCTHAT THE SOWIET UNAOR AT THIS
LEVELKNEW AND HAD FULL AND CLEAR KNOWLEDGE OF THE WESTERN POSHTHION.
GROMYKO WAS NOW VHSHTiMNG EAST BERLsHN ,WHERE HE MMGHT SAY o PUBLIC
SOME OF THE TisdNGS HE HAD SAHD TO GENSCHER.
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