PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL ‘/////////

LIAISON COMMITTEE

Meeting to be held in Number 10 Downing Street at 10.00 am
on Wednesday 4 May 1983.

AGENDA

Countryside Policy

Paper by the Lord President of the Council, to
be circulated.

Transport Policy /

Paper by the Secretary of State for Transport,
to be circulated. Mr Howell will attend the meeting.

Diary of Events 4”’-

Note by the Chief Press Secretary, No 10, to be
circulated.

Item 4. Any other Business

Distribution:

Private Secretary, No 10 (3 copies)
Parliamentary Private Secretary, No 10
Secretary of State for Scotland

Secretary of State for Employment

Chairman of the Party

Chief Secretary, Treasury

Minister of State, Treasury (Mr Wakeham)
Chief Press Secretary, No 10

Marketing Director, Central Office
Director of Press and Public Relations, Central Office
Director, Conservative Research Department
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the conflicting demands of the farmers and conservationists and indeed the
ramblers. The demands rban expansion and of town dwellers who wish
countr;
year for urban
in the centres

in agricultural use was

To the town dweller the countryside is a place of escape and relaxation.
To those who live there the countryside is a place of everyday life and
work. There will inevitably be conflict between those who wish to preserve
the countryside as a snapshot
that it must always be changing if economic activity is to flourish and
the countryside is to continue to provide us with food and other essential
materials. iz essential that a balance is struck between thess
confli

The Conservative Pariy, which has traditionally represented the rural

espond to the needs of

rural areas today.
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We cannot turn asi rom these problems any more than we can

the problems of the inner urban areas and the parts of Britain facing

structural industrial decline. Policies are needed in every Government
department to cope with the problem of the changing nature of the countryside.
These are polici whi must 1 nsistent with prudent national
that Conservative
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task and challenge.

of
80 per cen s tot tion i eat Britain lived in urban areas

compared wi har pel nt i 1 (Source: The Future of the Rural
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of the Environment for consideration. We have now allowedthe Commission to select
its own priority areas, and revised the critferia for deciding what constitute

a priority area. These are: above average unemployment; an inadequate

range of job opportunities; ini i outward migration

of people of working age; an elderl; ; nd poor access to

services and facilities.

The Commission's work is varied. Its factory buildi: ogramme is now
concentrated in the new Rural Development Areas (RDAs, previously known
as Special Investment Areas), although help can be given to specially
needy areas outside their scope. In February 1981 it launched a scheme
whereby it contributed half the cost of a building or a conversion into
business premises, with local authorities making up the balance. The
scheme was extended in June 1982 to include areas outside the RDAs.

Typical examples include the acquisition and conversion of former village
schools at Glanton in Northumberland and disused factories at Heacham
in Norfolk,

We have also extended the remit of an agency of the Commission, the
Council for Small Industries in Rural Areas (CoSIRA), which aims to improve the
prosperity of small businesses in rural England by providing advice,
training and some financial assistance. ntly helping about
14,000 rural firms, all of which employ not more than 20 people and are
located in English rural areas and small country towns. Included in its
scope are small hotels, and, following a Government review, rural rstailers.,
The Government review also resulted in CoSIRA being able to provide
loans to enterprises outside its priority areas. CoSIRA have also
linked up with the clearing banks
to £75,000 a time at 3 per cent below usual market rates., Banks will now

lend up to £250,000 to z maximum of 20 years on a recommendation from CoSIRA.
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Much of thi bivity | sulted from a Department of Environment circular

No. 22/Q0 { that local authorities should relax the rules to a

certain nt for redundant farm buildings suitable for conversion.
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expenditure on transport for rural schemes, a change which will be of
particular importance when YOP is replaced by the year-long Youth Training
Scheme (YTS) from October 1983.
The Communit ( me - ¢ long—-term unemployed
it involved little
jects were relatively easy fto devise.
to sponsor environmental
was the limited number of places
(30,000 nationally) and the new Community Programme, launched last October,

this by providing more places - 200,000 nationwide.

Planning in the Countryside

There is a serious conflict in villages over the control of development.
At a local level it is generally the latest influx of commuters who resist
any further development. They are likely to be Conservative supporters and

well versed in the use of the planni: system to resist devel ent.

Our approach %o planning set out in Circular 22/80, !Development

Control - Policy and Practice! has stated planning system should
play a helpful part in rebuilding the economy. Our concern for positive
attitudes and ef in development control does not mean that our
commitment to conservation is in any way weakened. We remain committed
to the need to conserve and improve the countryside, natural habitats and

areas of architectural, natural, historical or scientific interest and

listed buildings. There is no change in our policies on national parks, areas

of outstanding natural beauty or conservation areas.
green belts to contain the sprawl

neighbouring countrysi

No more than the essential minimum of agricultural land should be diverted
to development, nor should land of a higher agricultural quality be

taken where land of a lower quality could reasonably be used instead.




The bulk of fut \ ment m take place both by re-building
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Countryside Conservaiion
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The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981
the protection of wild birds,
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First, low cost homes for outright purcha
build in this price range and loca thoriti houl willing to
Mi
not accept

that builders are unwilli uild houses suitable for low income families

in rural areas

Secondly, shared ownership, which John Stanley has promoted vigorously.

e elsction 43 local authorities have provided some 3,000 homes on
New Towns and housing associations have sold over
Commission has announced that £500,000 will be
schemes over two years. At least eleven
%0 provide mortgages for shared owmership
Thirdly, deferred purchase schemes. These are schemes which are
to shared ownership. The deferred purchasers move in initially as licensees,
paying a small deposit and an annual rent which covers their share of the
mortgage. They then have an option to purchase their homes at any time between
at the original cost of the home
dwellings. We are urging the sale of
Between April 1979 and November
dwellings and 200 surplus health authorit by
000 homes, 5,000
were in hand.
to follow suit

4

Fifthly, renting of empty du 11 There is considerable scope for
letting private sector housing in 1 n rthold basis, but Labour

attacks on shorthold have made




Kent s I ornwal Dorset, Essex, Norfolk and North Yorkshi
? ? 7

We also favour il ( 101 bl rth Wiltshire Scheme'! whi
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elderly peopls, ' ] e mumb people in households with one car

who do not have

While
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individuals and x
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revenue




The Transport Act 1980 c ) leasures 1o encourage unconventional
low=cost transport her ( authorities can now use school buses and
n they are not being used to carry
ildren or mail. he Act removed restirictions on car sharing so
individuals and voluntar r cal T up an ertise voluntary
For example, a large number
60 in Shropshire.
Several county councils have ensured that their school transport is open
to other users. ¢ contained provisions for the county councils
to apply for their a ¢ of their areas to become 'trial areas' in
which quantity licensin nt s cease altogether. So far three county

— Norfolk, Devon, and Hereford

ssential part of rural life. Young families are not going

in rural communities, much as they might wish to, if there

reasonably convenient schools for their children to attend.
well i bas f rural schools and of the
they play not only in education, but in rural community
Conservative policy proceeds from the belief that as far
ible, and wherever possible, village schools should be retained.
The problem is that retention of the village school is not always
sible, re are now fewer children of school age in this country than
children have besn born. Tnevitably
empty schools.
simply 1
two problems arise.
ive per pupil to educate children in very small
} without the present added financial constraints it is

foolish to spend public mo keepi empty desks and part-filled schools
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here is widespread concern g ne services will be run down.

This is not the case.

rural

s are probably profitabl ey na lo they will be
by the ace

<4

nt BT a standard rate for rentals and local calls throughout
the country. ' eorge Jefferson, Chairman of BT, has said clearly that he

as no reason to expect that BT will want to make changes, in the immediate

or medium—term future, to the pattern of rentals or call unit charges in a

way that will disadvantage rural customers.

Installation Charges. At present BT charge £70 for a domestic connection,

1

and there is no extra charge for the first 100 hours of work needed. Last
year only 0.1% of all installations required more than this. The
Tple“OMﬂunlﬂatlcns Bill strengthens the hand of the potential rural customer
by allowing him to complain to Oftel if the installation charge is higher
than the standard one. O0ftel can instruct BT to reduce the charge if the
Director decides BT is asking too much. At present POUNC can take up these
complaints, but it has no powers over BT. So the new arrangements strengthen
al rural customer,

than £185 per annum it becomes

a candidate for closure since the maintenance costs are about £2000. BT
closed 32 boxes in 1979-80, 30 in 1980-81 and 63 in 1981-2. Local authorities
have the power to pay a subsidy towards the maintenance of uneconomic boxes
and 7 are so maintained in W Maintenance of the call box service will

be a social obligation of BT under thé Telecommunications Bill. This
first time that this obligation I zen imposed by lay The losses on the

service will be

will continue as at present,
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