o

Privy CounNciL OFFICE

WHITEHALL, LONDON SWIA 2AT M

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 26th March 1980 v| ‘)/y

and
?qﬁn\ﬂwh
The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP : P
Prime Minister ‘ s
10 Downing Street e v
LONDON SWA1

L

Minister for the Arts

6]VL a flﬂ?phﬂﬁ

>
0 Fﬁw%ﬁu&_ ALK

=g
Lo [lomg S nib & - e
1.’(73

As you no doubt know I am anxious to encourage increased
sponsorship of the Arts by private individuals and companies
to complement public support and enable some new developments
to be undertaken.

We believe that there is potential for a substantial increase
in the overall level of private sponsorship, particularly

in the regions. Estimates made by the Association for
Business Sponsorship of the Arts (ABSA) suggest that the
level has grown rapidly from a low base. Companies are now
realising the benefits of sponsoring the Arts and no doubt
the taxation changes which were made last summer have helped
this trend.

I have taken every opportunity to express publicly my

support for private sponsorship and my belief that a mixture
of Government and private funds will be helpful to the Arts.
I am currently considering with ABSA and other interested
bodies a number of ways in which I could intensify the
campaign to encourage potential sponsors. A note setting

out plans for the campaign is enclosed. As you will see

one of the items on the list is a reception. ABSA have
advised me that it would be helpful to invite about one
hundred prominent businessmen to encourage their co-operation
and demonstrate the iwmportance which the Government attaches
to sponsorship. We believe that this would have a greater
impact if you would agree to hold the reception at Number 10
and possibly give a short address. In view of the overall
campaign I think that it would be helpful to hold the
reception some time during June, but if this is not convenient
for you we could adapt the programme to fit in with whatever
is suitable for you.
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A CAMPAIGN FOR BUSINESS SPONSORSHIP OF THE ARTS, 1980

1. The following events axre planned as part of a general campaign.

(1) an advertising campaign by ASSA - April;

{ii) a press conference by the Chancellor of the Luchy
- Apri_l/i 2Y;

a seminar on taxation and sponsorship, organised by
A3SA and preceded by a keynote speech by the Chancellox
£ the Duchy - May;

programme by the Gulbenkian Foundation, including
research into current levels of sponsorship and
parketing the arts, and grants to smaller artistic
cormpanies wishing to review their current runding
policies;

weekend seminars for arts administrators, organised
by ABBSA;

resicnal meetings between ABSA, CBI and businessuen;

regional meetings for artistic companies, orzanised by
Regional Arts Associations and involving the Chancellor
of the Duchy and, possibly, private consultants;

receptions in the regions for local sponsors of the
arts, organised by the Regional Arts Associations;
supporting literature, outlining the comsercial benefits
of sponsorship for the sponsor, and providing advice to
artistic orzanisations wishing to attract business
sponsoxrship; ;

an international conference at Leeds Castle, organised
by A3SA - Novenmber;

(xi) AB28/Daily Telegraph Awards to business sponsors — Lovember,

2. A committee would be responsible for organising this campaisn. Chaired
by the Chancellor of the Duchy, it would include representatives of the

Arts Council, Regional Arts Associations, BrI, Crafts Council, ASSA, and
Gulbenkian roundation, together with & number of prominent businessmen.
Responsibility for day-to-day management of the campaign would be devolved to
an eXecutive committee chalred by OAL.
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to date

CDL has made representations
to Chancellor of Exchequer

CDL has written to Cnancellor of
Exchequer;

OAL has written to Revenue, who
see difficulties of practability
and of principle.

I Revenue h to conf?der
individual
provision,
3 years, is *ncde*u
has written to the 1

tions, informing th

offering the CDL's good offices in

passing on evidence of individual
cases to I Revenue.

OAL has checked that Home Office
does not propose to take any
further action, following

Home Secretary's answer to PQ
dn 24. 1 . 80 (copy attached)

Correspondence with Mr Robin Day
and with Home Secretary; Commons
debate on Royal Commission on
Gambling (during whichmost MPs
opposed this suggestion)

Swonsorship-cf the Arts

Further action

Await Budget

Await Budgets
compile information
on overseas
arrang:ments (in han

Await response from

ting Frland-—Revenud.

No further actisn
for present; a7
change would
legislation.

NFA for present
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Subiect Acti ; ; Further ze¢tion

Lower rate of Approach Customs & Excise

VAT for the after Budzet; Update

Arts information about other EEC
countries (in hand)

Publicity CDL's speeches; ABSA's Keynote smeech by CDL,
booklets (including one after Budzet, suitable
on VAT drafted by C&E). for quotation in a
revised AZESA booklet.
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Charity Commissioners
;\'Iw Fookes asked the Secretary of
State for the: Home Department if he
will now reply to the report ol the Ex-
penditure Committee on the Charity
Commissioners and their accountability.

T 12 G\J\'C .nuu have
the Expendi-
th. Cnm.t Cominis-

sioners and their :!ccm:n::-.':siliiy published
in September 1975 and have also taken
into account the conclusions reached by
Lord Gocdiman’s commitice on charity
law :1!1;1 voluntary organisations. wiich
was set up by the National Council of
Social S...i\]Cbb and reported in December

1976.

The Government appreciate the useful
work done by both Conunittees in
examining a wide range of issucs relating
to charity law and administration. It is
now over four vears since the Expendis
ture Committee reported and three years
since the Goodman committee reported.
Their proposals need to be viewed in the
lizht of the Government’s current policies.

The Government recognise that charit-
able trusts occupy a special position in
our law aad that sp ;udl "rl‘.‘.'.‘.‘_v‘ atiach
to charitable status. We beiieve that the
concept of charity in the legal sense
run;ix's valid and. useful since it both
reects and encourages a spirit of bene-
faction and public service whose con-
tinuance is of great importance L0 SOCICLY.

sovernment do not consider that

e is at present a necd for changes
the law on charitable status or in the
administrative practices relating to chari-
We do. however, set great value
contribution made by voluntary
nisations and voluntecrs to the provi-

sion of a wide range of services and
facilities that are essential to the well-
bemng of society. We are considering how
best we may, withia the present tinancial
restraints, encourage the development of
the voluntary sector as a whaole, and in
that context we are paying particular

attention to the Goodman committee’s-
recommendations relating  to  fiscal
matters.







31 March 1980

The Prime Minister has read the Chancellor
0of the Duchy's letter of 26 M:
private sponsorship of the
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proposeqd reception here at
commitments to hold certain

in the course o1 the summer.

T.P. LANKESTER

John Stevens, Esq.,
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster's Office,




