
I 
I 

CONFIDENTi AI.. 
FM ROME 17173aZ MAR 

10 PRIORITY FCO 

TELEGR AM NUMBER 22~ OF 17TH MARCH 

PR lOR lTV INFO UKREP SRUSSELS, " , 

' SAvi NG TO SONN,COPENHAGEN, THE HAGUE,PAR is, BRUSSELS, 

IJ(DEL NATO, WASH I NGTON. 
,<[2) ' _ 

r-ff SAVING TELNO 8. ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION . 

1. AFTER A WEEK OF INTENSIVE CONSULTATioN AMONG PARTY LEADERS, fT"~}~~; , 
IS NOW" GENERAlLY ~HC~GHT THAT THERE MAY BE AN EARLY GOVERNMENT' , :> 
CRISIS, PERHAPS WI THIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. THERE IS lI~El¥ TO BE ",;, 

A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE iN PARliAME~T THIS WEEK . IF THE SOC i Alisrs-",;:"e
l 

STICK TO THEIR DECLARED iNTENTION OF WITHDRAWI,NG THEIR AaST.E!lTlONS :!?:" 

(ON ,WHICH THE GOVERNMENT DEPENDS FOR ITS SURVIVAL), THE GOVERN~~NT,/':i 

COUlD FAl..L. , • ,'::Y:;~}W 

~E: ::~~~E~~ ;~~~i0 ~T ~ ~~ ~~~R~~:~~;N:~l C~~~~ S ~1~P~~~;~~~V'~H)' 
iHAT PERTINi HAD COME TO THE CONClUsioN THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER ', ';,,,,,~C 
10 BRING THE CRisis INTO THE OPEN BY AN EARLY VOTE iN PARl i'AMENT 0 ' 

RATHER THAN HAVE IT FESTERi~G UNTIL THE ADMINISTRATIVE ELE CTIONS ', ':., 
,": 

IN LATE MAY OR EARLY JUNE. ANOTHER FACTOR WAS THAT THE COMMUN I STS' - , 

CAME OUT LAST WEEK IN FAVOUR OF AN EARLY CRISIS, AND ARE CLEARLY 

PUTTING PRESSURE ON THE soc i AliSTS TO FORCE THE ISSUE IN PARLIAMENT: , 

I-£ANWHILE FURTHER Di' SARRAY iN THE SOCIAllST ,PARTY ( INCLUDING THE 

_~~ESiGNATiON OF' ITS NEW lEFT-WING PRESiDENT, lOMBARDI) HAS FORCED .. 

CRAXI FURTHER TOWARDS A SHOt/DOWN. THERE HA~E ALSO BEEN Sl GNS 'OF 

lr.IREST FROM THE SMAll£!! COALITION PARTNERS, PARTICULARLY THE SOCIAL, 

DEMOCR ATS , WHO ARE EV I DENTL Y WORR I ED AaOUT BE I NG SQUEEZED OUT 

OF THE BARGA,INING ABOUT A SUCCESSOR GOVERNI~ENT. AGAINST THIS 

BACKGROUND ~ AND AFTER THE FAilURE OF ATTEMPS BY THE NEW , DC" PARTY,' 

SECRETARY, PICCOLI, TO START A FURTHE~ ROUllD OF INTER-PARH TAlKS 

DESIGNED TO KEEP THE GOVERNMENT IN BEING, COSSIGA SEEMS TO HAVE 

CONCLUDED lAST WEEK THAT THERE MAY BE NO ALTER"ATI VE BUT TO FACE 

AN EARLY SHOWDOIiN IN PARLIAMENT. 
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3. THERE IS WID E SPECULATI ON ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SHAPE OF A SUCC- . 

ESSOR GOVERNMENT. BUT THE ONLY PO INT ON WH ICH EVERYONE SEEMS 
AGREED I S THAT THE COMMUNI STS HAVE NO CHANCE OF BEING INCLUDED. } .. :-~ 
IT is ASSUMED IN THE PR ESS THAT COSSIGA HIMSELF WilL BE THE FIRSt .. '-';:i~. 
'10 BE INVITED TO FORM A NEV GOVER NMENT; THOUGH PERTI~I'~ SECRETARY;" . 

Q!NERAL WAS NOT VSY POSITIVE ABOUT THI S WHEN I ASKED HIM ON >j,.~,. 
15 MARCH. POSSIBLE SOLUTiONS WH I CH ARE BEI NG SPOKEN OF I NCLUDE' A. "'{;.: 

HARTY (DC-PSI-PSDI-PRI-PLI ) OR A 3-PARTY (OC-PSI-PRI) COALITioK .:' J 
INCLUDING THE SOC!A~ISTS. BUT THE lATTER MAY NOT BE _WI LLING TO .. ·.: · ·:'}.: 

ENTER SUCH A COALITION EXCEPT ON THE BAS I S OF A SOCIALIST- PRIME····":'-· .. ·, 

MiNISTER. WHICH IS A PRICE THE CHRisTAN DEMOCRATS ARE PROBABLY NOT :-.~·'·· 
AT PRESENT WilliNG TO PAY. ANOTHER POSSIB i liTY WHICH IS SPOKEN ' OF ' .. 

IS 4 SINGlHARTY CHRISTIAN _DEMOCRAT GOVERNMENT _WITH EXTERNAL, .',i·.;'.' .,&~~~: 
:~~~N:~~::R wi ~~T !:S E!:~l~~ I ::G~~ A~~ I :~~ s~:~ ~~~~C~~ :~S~ ;>: 
THAT THE CR lSI S, WHEN IT COMES. MAY TAKE SOME TI ME TO RESOlVE~ _ ':. ""::., 

4. AS REGARDS COSSIGA'S PER SON AL POSITI'ON THERE SEEMS LiTTLE D~&S:f:?::' 
nUT HE Wlll .STill HIMSELF GO TO THE EUROPEAN COUNCil AT THE END ." ,:t 
CF THE MONTH. EVEN IF ONLY AS A CARETAKER PRI ME MINISTER.BUT .. ':':; 

WHETHER OR NOT THSE IS AN EARLY CR i sis iT is CLEAR THAT HE ·wilL. ..... 
,-:\. 

NOW BE INCREASINGLY PREOCCUPIED WITH HIS DOMESTIC DIFFICULTIES 
-'7, 

CURING THE COMING WEEKS. TH I S I S BAD NEVS FOR THE ITALlAr! CONDUCT 

CF THE PRESIDENCY. ,'C. 
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